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147 days in 1888, and a twenty-three years'  average of 22"914 inches on 
160"5 days. 

A t  Greystones, Co. Wicklow, the rainfall  in October, 1889, was no 
less than 6"935 inches, distributed over 22 days. Of this quantity, 1"140 
inches fell on the 6th, 1"280 inches on the 18th, and "870 inch on the 
19th. Since January 1st, 28"055 inches of rain have fallen at  Greystones, 
on, however, only 112 days. 

PERISCOPE.  

VACCISTAL SYPHILIS. 

O~ August  6th last, Dr. Hervieux, Director of the Vaccination Depart- 
ment at the Academy of Medicine, reported that  five cases of vaccinal 
syphilis had come under his observation among the children that  had 
been vaccinated at the Academy. The most minute inquiry could not 
discover the source of the accident, as the two subjects from which the 
vaccine lymph was taken were, to all appearances, perfectly healthy. Dr. 
Fournier,  the well-known syphilographer, however, believed that he 
found in one of the subjects some induration of the epididymus and of 
the testicle, which would lead to the supposition of the existence of 
hereditary syphilis. The anti-vaccinators would, of course, t ry  to make 
good capital out of this unfortunate, though happily extremely rare, 
circumstance, and would denounce the whole system of vaccination as 
being most dangerous to public health. But Dr. Hervieux,  antici- 
pat ing this, declared at the Academy that for the sake of a few regrettable 
cases vaccination, whether in man or animal, should not be condemncd~ 
when it is considered that millions of persons have been benefited by 
vaccination since its discovery by Jenner. A short time ago a few cases 
of suspected vaccinal syphilis occurred among some children who had 
been vaccinated at Motte-en-Bois, in the Department of the North. An 
inquiry was held, and Dr. I tervieux read the report  at the last meeting 
of the Academy of Medicine of the result, from which it would appear 
that  it was a false alarm, that nothing proved that  the accidents or ulcera- 
tions which appeared on the children's arms were of a specific character. 
The appearance of the ulcerations eight or ten days after the vaccination 
would show that one was in presence of ordinary non-syphilitic acci- 
dents.--The Medical Record, October 19, 1889. 

AN ASEPTIC SCIT. 

J.  L. ROBIns, M.D., describes (New York Medical Journal, Sept. 7th 
1889) an "Asept ic  Sui t"  of his own invention. I t  is perhaps the best 
example of a fad which is in exis tence-- that  is, if it  exists, except in the 



544 P eriscoloe. 

author's diagram. I t  is built of cotton; otherwise it is like a diving- 
suit. A i r  enters by double valves under the instep, and percolates up to 
the mouth. " T h e  wearer supplies himself by an easy treading with an 
ample quantity of filtered air, drawn in from beneath the feet and forced 
upwards." Wha t  would happen if the user stepped into a pool of water  
we are not told, but when not walking temporary respiration can be 
carried on by a funnel and tube. Over each ear is a thin sheet of rubber 
lined with linen, to allow of the use of the stethoscope without leaving 
any opening by which germs can enter. The frame of the glass-covered 
opening over the face has a device for attaching a head-mirror. The 
inventor intends physicians to wear the dress on their rounds during 
epidemics, and to be sponged down outwardly with disinfectants. For  
sporadic cases the aseptic suit is " t o  be transported in a convenient 
casing to within safe limits, when the dress is adjusted, the patient 
visited, and the exterior of the suit disinfected by the atomiser." The 
inventor also speaks thus of the physician " rega l ing  his being in atmos- 
pheric air as pure as that of the Alpine heights, safe behind the barrier 
of impregnable cotton, that repels the attack of miasmata and cannon- 
ball alike." Again,  " a  device which in the hands of intelligent physi- 
cians will absolutely stay the spread of contagion." The probable effect 
on the delirium of patients is not stated. Curiously, this is not a cutting 
from a comic paper, or dated from the Hew York State Asylum. 

DEAF-SIUTIS]~I. 

IN a very interesting note by Dr. Baratoux (Paris) on deafness, the 
writer makes out that there exist more than 200,000 deaf-mutes spread 
all over the surface of the globe. For  France, the proportion is 6"25 
deaf-mutes per 10,000 inhabitants;  and in 1880 the enlisting committee 
of the Department of the Seine had to reject sixty-seven young men 
affected with diseases of the ears, while only sixty were rejected for 
puhnonary phthisis, and sixty-five for diseases of the heart. I t  is 
lamentable to think, says the author, that more than one-half of the 
eases of deafness proceed from the negligence of the laws of hygiene, 
and can be easily prevented if proper measures be taken to remedy the 
morbid causes which prepare the deaf-mutes. I t  has been demonstrated 
that, notwithstanding certain statistics, deafness at  birth is rare, that  i t  
represents at the most one-fourth of the total number of deaf-mutes. BuG 
it is in the early part of the life of the child that the deafness most 
frequently occurs, resulting from lesions more or less unperceived, and 
thus appears to be congenital. Deaf-mutism at birth is caused by con- 
sanguineous marriages, marriages between deaf-mutes, and certain f(etal 
malformations little known. Infanti le deaf-mutism is caused by lesions 
which may be produced by the improper application of the forceps, nasal 
eatarrh of the new-born babe, falls on the head~ tight compression of the 
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ear by a cap, exposure to cold, negligence of cleanliness, introduction of 
foreign bodies into the ear. Among the causes of deaf-mutism, heredity 
plays a part  much less important than is generally supposed. The proof 
is that deaf-mutes almost always .glve birth to children who hear and 
speak well. The p~por t iou  rises a little when one of the parents is a 
deaf-mute and the other hears. Consanguineous marriages, which repre- 
sent in France about two per cent. of marriages, produce about one- 
fifteenth of congenital deaf-mutism. Dr. Ladrei t  de Lacharri~re, a b-ell- 
known aurlst, has laid it down as an axiom that whenever a child loses 
its hearing during the first eight years of its existence, it  becomes dumb 
by its forgetfulness of language, and until the age of four years this 
mutism is fataL--The Medical Record, October 19, 1889. 

HYFODER)I IC  INJECTION OF TESTICULAR FLUID.  

W. A. HAZ~I~IOND, M.D., gives (New York Med. Journal, August  31, 1889) 
an account of ten cases in which lie injected the expressed juice of the 
testicles of dogs and guinea-pigs. In  two cases it rapidly and completely 
cured severe muscular rheumatism. One of the cases was a woman, and, 
as might be expected (if the juice have any specific action), the injection 
had no effect except merely to cause the formation of an abscess. 

OVARIOTO~Ir 1N X GmL AGED SEVEN YEARS. 

W.  D. HAMAKER, M.D. (brew York Med. Journ., Sept. 14, 1889), records 
a case of ovarian tumour in a girl seven years old in which lie performed 
ovariotomy successfully. The patient had not shown any signs of 
puberty. 

N E W  P R E P A R A T I O N S  A N D  S C I E N T I F I C  I N V E N T I O N S .  

New Antiseptic Artificial Membrana Tgmpanl. 
WE have received from Messrs. Burroughs, Wellcom% & Co., a box con- 
taining a number of the new antiseptic artificial membranm tympani, 
invented by Dr. John Ward  Cousins, of Portsmouth. 

The inventor gave a demonstration of the use of this ingenious inven- 
tion in the Theatre of the Leeds Infirmary, at the meeting of the British 
Medical Association, last August.  

The new membrane which Dr. Cousins advocates is in shape exactly 
like a hat  with a very high and tapering crown and a broad and flat 
brim, having a short ribbon attached to the edge. The material is com- 
posed of compressed cotton fibres, swollen by prolonged immersion~ and 
saturated in an antiseptic oil and ether. The weight varies a little 
according to size, from :~ to a grain. They are very easily introduced 
and removed, and the inventor claims for them that  they arc in every way 
better than any other form of artificial drum ever before introduced. 


